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Despite the existence of well-established interna7onal 

legal frameworks regula7ng the conduct of war, delib-

erate and targeted a9acks on civilians have increasingly 

become an instrument of modern warfare and—

depending on the context—up to 90% of conflict relat-

ed deaths are civilians. 

With this challenging background, specific and con7nu-

ous efforts are requested from interna7onal and na-

7onal actors in crisis management, which has been tak-

en up by the UN Security Council Resolu7on 1894 on 

the Protec7on of Civilians in 2009. 

Since its adop7on, Austria has commi9ed itself to par-

7cularly suppor7ng the implementa7on of Protec7on of 

Civilians (PoC) in Armed Conflict agendas and mandates 

and the ASPR has been a key partner in these efforts. 

A comprehensive training course on POC was devel-

oped with the support of and in partnership with sever-

al Austrian Ministries (Defence, Foreign Affairs, Interi-

or). This course has been offered since 2012 at the ASPR 

and is open for civilian, police and military experts ac-

7ve in interna7onal crisis management and peacekeep-

ing. 

This course on Protec7on of Civilians has been validated 

with a UN Cer7fica7on by the Department for Peace-

keeping Opera7ons in 2014. 

The course is furthermore part of the European Security 

and Defence Centre (ESDC) training curriculum. 

 

The content of this opera7onal level training course re-

flects a broad interpreta7on of protec7on, which goes 

beyond the provision of protec7on from physical vio-

lence but also includes the crea7on of a protec7ve envi-

ronment where individual rights are respected in ac-

cordance with interna7onal humanitarian law, human 

rights, and refugee law. 

The overall course objec7ve is to enable graduates to 

improve their understanding of the various mandates of 

opera7ng actors in protec7on of civilians, iden7fy and 

op7ons for coordinated and joint ac7ons and measures 

for a more effec7ve protec7on of civilians in conflict 

zones.  

Graduates of this course will thus enhance their compre-

hensive understanding of legal, poli7cal, and prac7cal 

dimensions of the protec7on of civilians; they will im-

prove their awareness of threats, needs and vulnerabili-

7es of different groups of civilians, and be in posi7on 

apply opera7onal level strategies and field-suitable 

measures. 

Course par�cipants are requested to cover their full 

board accommoda�on at the Hotel and Conference 

Centre which is 590,- EUR and their individual travel 

expenses to Vienna Interna�onal Airport, including visa 

fees and all further personal expenses. Par�cipants are 

furthermore expected to have a valid full medical and 

other insurance coverage for their stay. 

Due to generous support by the Austrian Federal Minis-

try of Defence, there are no course related expenses. 

TARGET GROUP 

The course targets senior experts and decision-makers 

of 

 armed forces (from rank of Major/OF-3 and 

above),  

 police (equivalent senior police officers and 

above), 

 public/civilian administra7on (heads of substan-

7ve sec7ons and above), and 

 non-governmental ins7tu7ons, including civil 

society organiza7ons (mid to senior level man-

agement posi7ons) 

 

who are working with or in the context of peacekeep-

ing opera7ons in complex emergencies requiring the 

protec7on of civilians in armed conflict. 

 

APPLICATION DEADLINE 

1 December 2018 

resp. 1 September 2019 

To request further informa7on or to apply to the 

course, please contact: 

Susanne J. Brezina, Course Direc�on & Coordina�on 

brezina@aspr.ac.at, +43 3355 2498 510 

Claudia Hofer, Administra�on & Logis�cs 

hofer@aspr.ac.at, +43 3355 2498 507 


